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nnna%) MY vevh — To eulogize Sarah and to bewail her.
The nuances of the phrase denote that Abraham eulogized
his beloved wife by emphasizing the noble traits that had be-
come associated with her name, for the name Sarah repre-
sented her as the princess of all mankind [see commentary
to 17:15)] (Kli Yakar).

The word mraaY) is written with a small » to suggest that?
the full extent of his weeping was kept private. His grief was
infinite, but the full measure of his pain was concealed in his(x)
heart and the privacy of his home (R’ Hirsch).

t /GENESIS 23 /1-1C

PARASHAS CHAYEI SARAH

1Q arah’s lifetime was one hundred years, twenty years, and seven years; the years of
Sarah’s life.@Sarah died in Kiriath-arba which is Hebron in the land of Canaan; and
Abraham came to eulogize Sarah and to bewail her. > Abraham rose up from the presence of
his dead, and spoke to the children of Heth, saying: 4 “l am an alien and a resident among you;
grant me an estate for a burial site with you, that I may bury my dead from before me.”

:)) BEREISHIS  MIDRASH RABBAH  CHAYEI SARAH

.

§5 mwh Toob oiaK XA — AND ABRAHAM CAME TO
EULOGIZE SARAH.
Where was Abraham coming from? Why was he not with Sarah
when she died?

* K3 ym. — Where did he come from? % 15 »31 — Rabbi_
Levi said: ~ X3 mwY mp YW inyupn — [Abraham] came’)
straight from the burial of his father Terah to that of Sarah.™
iz b — R Yosesaid to [R' Levil:  man by inyap X5m
— But did not Terah’s burial oW "my mw S apmph MR

/~J— precede Sarah’s burial by two years!?™  xa yum x5y —
Rather, said R’ Levi, where did [Abraham] come from? an
mying — He came from Mount Moriah.™  npy inixn i nnm
— And in fact Sarah died from that distress,”  npap) 3205
m19ty i Wy Ry — which is why the episode of the Binding
of Isaac is juxtaposed to the verse, Sarah’s lifetime was, etc.?9 4
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(A) Where Did He Come From? R’ Yosef of Slutzk understands both
opinions in the Midrash as seeking to explain why the chaf of ny=a),
apd to bewail her, is written smaller than the other letters in the Sefer
lorah, indicating a diminishing of the crying, He explains that there are
{wo potential situations that can cause one’s crying to be diminished. /
If a person is experiencing a situation of intense joy at the time that a)
personal tragedy strikes, perhaps he will have trouble properly moutn:.
ing th ile joy is still lingering in hi the crying will
be diminished. But this can also occur for another reason: If one is in
the midst of deep mourning and sadness at the time that he receives
news of a further personal loss, he may have no tears left to cry over
the second loss. f
_PThese two ideas can be seen in our Midrash. R’ Levi states that
Abraham came to eulogize Sarah from Terah's burial; Abraham was
mourning the loss of his father [Terah repented at the end of his life
(38 §12 above)]. As such, his crying for Sarah was diminished. R’ Yose, ——
however, states that Abraham came to eulogize Sarah from Mount

Moriah, after passing God’s test of the Akeidah. Abraham_rejoiced 1198 DRIY 7 e
so after fulfilling God's will, that this joy lingered, and diminished his o ) i 3 ‘
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crying over the loss of Sarah ‘(Ds-aréshos Rabl_)el:nil Yosef MiSlutzk, p-176).
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SARAH'S FUNERAL

Following Sarah’s death, “Avraham came to eulogize Sarah and to weep
for her” (Bereishis 23:2). There is a curious irregularity in the way the

Hebrew word v/livkosah, “and to weep for her,” is written in the Torah —
the letter chaf appears distinctly smaller than the rest of the text.

In his commentary on this verse, Rashi does not explain the signif-
icance of the smaller letter, but rather focuses on a different issue: wh
 does the Torah juxtapose the passage describing Sarah’s death with that
which describes the binding of Yitzchak? Every aspect of the Torah’s ac-”
count is significant, including the sequence of the events related. We
may assume that contiguous passages of the Torah are somehow con-
ceptually related to one another. This is true even when events are told

Another ¢ opinion cited by the Midrash offers an alternate explana-
tion: the small chaf conveys that during Sarah’s funeral Avraham cried

less than people had expected he would. The Midrash finds compelling
Jproof for this viewpoint in the peculiar order of the words of the verse.
Sarah’s eulogy is mentioned before Avraham'’s mourning, which im-
plies that he began crying over her death only after the eulogy had been
said. We might think that the Torah is telling us, “Avraham was not

very sorry to see Sarah go.” Such a reaction on Avraham'’s part seems.

co\mpletely incongruous with everything else we know about him. -
}’The commentators explain that Satan — the personification of
Avraham’s evil inclination — accompanied Avraham throughout the

three-day journey to Mount Moriah, all the while making incessant ef-
forts to dissuade Avraham from fulfilling God’s commandment. Never-
theless Avraham resolutely marched on and overcame every obstacle
that Satan placed in his path. We would have assumed that Satan would
have given up after Avraham offered Yitzchak, but Satan knew better.

/ He had one last weapon in his arsenal — he could have claimed success
?if he could have made Avraham regret having offered Yitzchak as a sac-
fice

19

toheh al harishonos, "regretting the past deeds.” Depending on how itis ¢

Satan'’s aim was to invoke the volatile spiritual principle known as

applied, this principle can lead to either extremely positive or very de-
structive consequences. On the one hand, it is an essential component

of teshuvah, for by regretting one’s evil deeds, one can effectively erase
every last trace of them. On the other hand, if someone were to regret
the righteous deeds he performed in the past, they, too, would be erased.
The frightening truth is that a person who behaves righteously
throughout his life and accrues much eternal reward can theoretically
wipe the slate clean at the very end. This is why Satan acted to.make
Avraham regret having placed Yitzchak on the altar.

~J Satan’s approach was simply to show Sarah the vision of Yitzchak,
lying upon the altar, thereby bringing about her death. Satan thought
that this would surely cause Avraham to regret his noble act (o}
think, If only I hadn't fulfilled God’s commandment just this once!.
Why did I do it? These thoughts would have been enough to erase the
merit of the-binding of Yitzchak from Jewish history.

Had Avraham given expression to his acute sorrow in mourning
Sarah, Satan would have said to God, “You see? He regrets placing
Yitzchak on the altar! Wipe the slate clean!” Avraham could have failed
this tenth test retroactively and lost a portion of his eternal reward. For
this reason, Avraham, through a herculean display of self-control, con-_
sciously repressed his sorrow and kept his tears in check. This was
Avgaham’s final trial — to outmaneuver his own evil inclination..

This is why Rashi’s comment regarding the juxtaposition of Sarah’s.
death and the binding of Yitzchak is attached to the second verse,

e
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CHAYEI SARAH

to convince us not to do it, and once we have done it, he attempts to dampen
thejoy and enthusiasm we are supposed to feel after performing Hashem's will.

Avraham’s paramount concern in all of his endeavors was to increase kvod
Shamayim, and any personal emotions were subjected to this goal. After Sar-

al's death, Avraham was worried that people would wonder how it was that
after displaying such unbelievable self-sacrifice during the Akeidah Avraham
was “rewarded” by his wife’s death. If Avraham would have shown the full ex-
tent of his emotions in public, this might have increased the confusion that
people were feeling about this sad event. On the other hand, if they would

/ witness his composure, that would cause a great kiddush Hasherm, because the /
) listeners would realize that Avraham’s intense joy and sense of satisfaction at )

' having withstood the greatest of the trials had not been diminished even w

b Sarah’s death.
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"R’ Elazar Menachem Man Shach, homiletically, interprets the two
opinions regarding “where Abraham came from” as being the central 3

¢ part of Abraham’s eulogy for Sarah. From where did Abraham derive

/ theability to fight the trend of idolatry so prevalent in his day? How was
(__ he able to stand strong as >)3yp onJa , with the whole world's ideol-
ogy on one side (1% ), and him on the other? This strength of character

was gleaned from his h nN, Sarah. Thus, R’ Levi states that Al.)rahaf'n
“came from Terah’s burial to_mourn Sarah.” Abraham was .ald.ed in

JL‘ “burying” Terah and his idolatrous ideology through the 'msplratlon of
his virtuous wife, Sarah. R’ Yose also addresses Sarah's righteousness,
but in a different context: How was Abraham able to withstanq‘ the test
of the Akeidah, prepared to slaughter his beloved son to_fulnH Gocvs‘
willz Furthermore, how was his son Isaac able to unfllnch:n;kv permit
himself to be offered? This was made possible through Sara=s ho -

. 7 ness,which permeated her family and household. The strenath of
! %

po! ined thn

acter possessed by Abraham and Isaac was gat d

is the point of R’ Yose who states that Abraham ca %

from the Akeidah at Mount Moriah {Pre: &fefech o 2

:)\‘-Y 84 | Man of Faith in the Modern World R‘- (Sz.;’g'uq

The Torah and its Midrashic elaboration provide us with
extensive information about the patriarchs. The matriarchic

B

role, however, is relatively obscure. In fact, Sarah was an equal
~and indispensable partner of Abraham in the covenant and in

:thhe propagation of the faith, When they started their travels, the

Torah relates that Abraham took ‘‘the souls they had made in
Haran’’ (Gen. 12:5). How does one make souls? Rashi explains:
““This refers to the souls they had brought into the faith.
Abraham converted the men, and Sarah converted the women,
and the Torah accounts it as if they had made them.’’! So
successful were their missionary efforts that ‘‘they gathered
unto their fold thousands and tens of thousands who became
part of the household of Abraham’® (Maimonides, Hil. Avodah
Zarah 1:3).2
Commenting on the verse ““I will remember My covenant
with Jacob as well as My covenant with Isaac, and also My
covenant with Abraham I will remember” (Lev. 26:42), our
Sages ask: ‘“We note here a covenant with the patriarchs. How
do we know that the matriarchs were also part of the covenant?
This is derived from the redundant word et [which_in_the verse
(precédés the name of each of the patriarchs and is not needed
grammqtically; the preposition e is usually interpreted by our
Sages as intending an_extended meaning and application].”’ Th
word et in our verse suggests the inclusion of the matriarchs, as
in the verse: ““This is where Abraham was buried and [v’ef]
Sarah his wife”’ (Gen. 49:31; Lev. R. 36:4).3

IS S -

Abraham’s role is more explicitly indicated because it was he
who was active in public life. When the angels asked Abraham,
“Where is your wife, Sarah?” he replied, “Here in the tent”
(Gen. 18:9), to which Rashi appends, ‘“The ministering angels
knew, indeed, where our mother Sarah was, but they asked this
question in_order to call attention to her modesty [retirin;

i disposition] and so to _endear her all the more to her husband
. she was a private person.”* The Talmud adds further:
~*“From here we learn that the private role is honorable for

woman’’ (Yev. 77).5 Sarah’s manner was regarded as praisewor-
thy.

In Proverbs (31), Solomon extolled the exemplary woman
who “looks well after her household’ and “whose husband is
known in the gates, when he sits among the elders of the land.”
In'some matters of a personal and family nature, Sarah’s spiri-
tual discernment is praised as being superior to Abraham’s.
When her husband hesitated about sending away Hagar and
Ishmael because of Ishmael’s baneful infiuence upon her son
Isaac, God said to Abraham, “‘All that Sarah says to you, listen
to her voice’ (Gen. 21:12).¢ Rashi adds, *““We may infer that
Abraham was inferior to Sarah in respect of prophecy.”

Y
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The Existential Equality of Man and Woman

The foremost distinguishing characteristic bestowed upon
man is his Divine image, his tzelem Elohim, which denotes
f)érticulaf 'quarlite_xtiv‘ei_ endowments, such as a moral sens e
will, and intellect. Man_partakes of these attributes within
human limitations, while God’s representation of these qualities
is absolute. Maimonides embodied man’s likeness to God pri-
i;;rﬁ;/ in terms s intellect (Guide 1:1). This Divine. gift was
g&qn tq both men and women. *‘And God created man with Hi

image. In the image of God, He created him; male and female
He created them’” (Gen. 1:27).7 In _their spiritual natures, they

were equally worthy.
Two humans were created who differ from each other meta-

¢ physically, not only physiologically, even as they both partake

of Divine qualities. This contradicts the perverse notion that
Judaism regards woman as being inferior to man. It also cuts
away another false notion that there is no distinction between
them in terms of their spiritual personalities. Two sexes were
formed not only for propagative purposes, but they constitute

“existential originals. They differ in their psychical natures.  °

Yet, even as we recognize metaphysical differences, we insist

. that they do not differ axiologically, as regards their worthiness

efore God. Both bear His image, which is the ultimate criterion
of value; both may be *‘called to the colors’ to assume leader-
ship_roles, as history-makers, as God’s messengers. Sarah,
Miriam, Deborah, Esther, and many others whom Scripture has
relegated to anonymity, were elected by Providence as shelihay
hakel, His emissaries when great problems were to be over-
come. God created a dual human existence, man and woman,
because they complement one another. They represent two
existential destinies; together, they form one destiny, a more

perfect one.

Iéo :,lovenant Without Sarah

The significant role of Sarah is indicated when Abraham,
despairing of having a child with Sarah, wondered whether God
intended that the heritage be transmitted through Ishmael.
““And Abraham said to God: ‘May it be granted that Ishmael
live before You.” > God replied: “‘But [aval] your wife Sarah
will bear you a son, and you shall call him Isaac, and I will keep
My covenant with him as an everlasting treaty, for his descen-
dants after him’” (Gen. 17:18).8 The key emphasis is in the word
aval. God is explaining that His covenant cannot be realized

mggg JIsaac. Why? Because Isaac is the son of Sarah, aval

Sarah ishtekha yoledet. Isaac will emerge out of both of you,
but Ishmael is only derived from you. And there can be no
covenant without Sarah.

Further indication of Sarah’s equal participation in the cove-




%

nant is suggested in the verses_informing Abraham that his
wife’s name Was ged from Sarai to Sarah. “God said to .
Abraham: “Sarai your wife—do not call her by the name Sarai,~ T

3‘3 Another tragic and distressful experience was his dilemma as
to what would now become of the covenant which was the
raison d’étre of all his strivings. He knew the secret that it was
not entrusted to him alone. What would happen now? The
mother of the covenant was missing. Would God have confi-

for Sarah is her name’’ (ibid. 17:15).° He is not informed that

henceforth her name will be Sarah but that it is Sarah, suggest- dence in h,m alone, or was his life’s work_now coming to an
ing that she had acquired this name previously, ki Sarah she- _.end?

mah. This subtlety in language is apparent when we compare it ¥ The first thing he d1d was to appraise Sarah’s contribution,

to God’s command to Abraham about his own name change: {__pOd et Sarah, 1 fo rmation and successful growth
*‘No longer shall you be called Abram. Your name shall become of the ggyenantal mumty, “the role she had played and what
[henceforth] Abraham” (v. 5). In Sarah’s case, the word *‘is”’ e had accomplished. He mourned her departure together with
refers to an earlier change, but in Abraham’s name-change, the many _thousands of _other adherents of the covenant who had.
words ‘‘shall become’’ suggest that an order is now going into adc e mourned the passing of a great woman in
“effect. gglectlve categories. Only after the _evaluative presentation did

« But when was her name changed? The answer is, at the very Abraham break down in tears and cry. Others could identify
moment w raham’s name was changed. There was an with his hesped, but no one could share his personal pain.
existential interdependence between both. The name change of ,
both involved the addition of a letter from God’s name. the i -39~ DD 3 ‘
Tetragrammaton, signifying that they will share a spiritual role "PIND 210 %5 NNYL” : PIDSN DY 0V TYRNN NIN 1Y TISY 7D N

which will reach out unto the nations of the world. He was to
become an av hamon goyim, “‘the father of a multitude of

"N2Y0 DY PONN (D T MWK 1NT 00900 DYy INawr

nations”’ (Gen. 17:4) and she ‘‘a princess to the entire world” {ov NmIM)
(Rashi, ibid., 17:15; Ber. 13a). Abraham could not be ““a father TONDI MY NIPN D9 .1 HY T9UN3 ,N9N D272 DY TN AN
.‘Lf%?}lvl%l}gﬁsi;’_,{f,‘,‘S_aI;a}l,wgggﬁqgtﬁggoﬁwned asa mother” of s MY PI0D DY DY WIamV N Yon nvn v DWW .0%Ynn nnnbna
multitude. !

In a word, not only did man and woman achieve human “DMIN DY Y190ND 0% YMNDD v Dwpn D ’-ﬂwb
dignity together at creation, both in God’s image, but they also T2 D 93 ,nnY , DI YUN NN NPR N OV NN eara)

attained together, and only together, covenantal sanctity, being
e elected by God to be the founders of a new faith.

Their covenantal interdependence is further indicated by the 3 NN (T ,00 YN NN AN wPaWs ,nbya MW YT 115 1)

. fact that the Torah does not dwell on Abraham’s life after -

SN2 NAY DIV 0N WI1aY

2173p NHNN
Sarah’s death, Thougl;};e survived her by many years, he knew s
that his mission as the father of the covenantal community was MMO (1,05 D5NN) MW ,NT0N 1T ,INYY PTO” DY PN
-concluded, and that from that point, all he had to do was to act | IPNPY

_out the last part ¢ of the drama and walk off the covenantal stage ©

: 7 Y
and make room for someone else to succeed him. Only two ) TN NN W VYN NN 1Y 3D 0N DY
items remained for him to complete: to purchase the Cave of { QNN MY NOY 1DNANY IR ,DANAN YD

Machpelah as a burial place for Sarah (Ge;l. 23:3) and to arrange RIDND WO NN OY 3P WrN¥a 1Y NN RIGIZEINE T D'-”mf‘__g
for the marriage of his son Isaac. S B .
"The latter story is told not to portray the story of Abraham, R

but to acquaint us with the second mother of the covenantal NOD  ribya oywa YT ANnD PN IWRD NN MY DY '73'“5733
community, Rebecca, who succeeded Sarah. The concluding .mv NON NTHY ANNNY ’-nnunw
verse of this episode clearly informs us that the vacancy was &

filled. ““‘And Isaac brought [Rebecca] into his mother Sarah’s NI NO N7 DI DMIIN N2 NN INND PRI 1270 N)

tent and he married her. She became his wife and he loved her.
Isaac was then consoled for the loss of his mother’” (24:67).12
Now the covenant could be resumed, because there was a
mother, not only a father, in the covenantal leadership. Nothing JNUN DY NOY D, DNNAN MINY DY DN ,1NDD by PN By A/
more is told to us about Abraham’s life after Sarah’s death, SYWON 790 NY MR 99
because with Sarah’s death, the covenant came to a temporary

NoN NNYNA .10 TIMNIN NNPNA ,IMITY DX TO0N TNy OMIAN
APIN ONNIN 91 ' NN NN YN ¥I07N

halt. GUN 2N NUNR DINN NN NIY D AN DNNAN DY Y1900 APy it

30\ LDNNAN DY PTIVY PRIIYN NN YNID TINY 7PNV ,DINYN WD N D
Mourning and Weeping for Sarah NN NIHDY UN0N NN D INSD? M DN NUNRY TADN) DNNAN THW

The above may explain the manner of Abraham’s mourning NNNN_,NNNTN TPYIN NN NAND DY NITYNA ISNY msvnrbbr‘m‘k
at Sarah’s death. :‘And Abraham came to mourn for Sarah’ .pmpbw DINIAN ,DNMP DY , 01 WIAN DNIAN NN NIANYHM

[lispod, eulogize] and to weep for her [livkotah]” (23:2). Weep-
ing_and_mourning_are two different stages in bereavement.
Weeping is a primeval, instinctive reaction to a tragedy, espe- =
cially one that strikes without warning. It is not a deliberate D )\ R H"?dﬁ\_,
performance; it bursts forth spontaneously. Weeping is a release
of unbearable tension when the whole world seems to be crum-

INSD?Y "0 DN NUN

All these years together afe called 1w *n; she lived in all of them.

bling. All of. the 12_7 years of her life were o»n, vital and joyful life, good an.
Mol haspeds .t bs o mitional, suddplnmsd meaningful life, and there was not a moment of it that she would haw
performance. It is an act of appraisal, an attempt fo evaluate the lpreered not to have lived.
repercussions_of what has transpired. A hesped is formulated Nevertheless — so the account concludes — mw »n were only "W
not in emotional terms, but in logical analysis._ 7w »n, years out of Sarah’s life; they were only one period, one part,
With the death of Sarah, Abraham had suffered a double loss. of her life. For life is not measured by the span of time that is given to
First was his personal sorrow, the death of his wife, his partner _i, s in this world: &»n p»19p nnoma 19x oop»12 [see Berachos 18a),, they
and comrade. No one can understand the bleak loneliness_and go oy mn (Tehillim 84:8), to ongoing development that continues
painful nostalgia of a surviving mate. One’s whole world seems forever

dislocated. Abraham was a great human being, and he felt
profoundly disoriented; his beloved Sarah was gone.
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First, he remembered her origins and education. Sarah was educated in the

home of her grandfather Terach (her own father, Haran, had died). Terach’s 22 P 15D OMIIN HSHE PY3 2> PropEN-
home was a center of idolatry. He was a manufacturer and seller of idols, and LY 57103 D123 19N 3050 ILYTP KN
surely must have praised them to prospective customers and incited them fo 5 WHDE ,oWT D3 L DNEND Dp
idolatry.

DI ODI3H D 1D I ,OMINN DEVTPD

Despite this barbaric education, she came to know her Maker. Out of the BY BEr 190 ,0™5nn WD 55 ph 19 ©

\% bonds of ignorance and idolatry, Sarah, daughter of Terach, went on to crown
Hashem as King over the world, and many were brought to Him by her. - T
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